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'ﬂu. Dircclor of Central inldhtcna

. The Honorable Jack Brooks
Chairman .
Legislation and Nat1ona1 Security Subcommittee . o
of the Committee on Government 0perat1ons _ S '
House of Representatiives : .
wash1ngton, D C. 20515

Dear Mr. Brooks

AN

o Thank you for your ]] March 1etter to Bill Casey 1nd1cat1ng your
S -,concern about the potential impact on national security matters of the
... . . Administration's proposal to transfer LANDSAT and NETSAT systems to-
L .VAthe pr1vate sec+0r -
L= We apprec1ate your 1nterest and have noted OUr Own CONCEerns on th1s
“'subject.: The Inte111gence Community does have an interest in the US
" ,maintaining continuity of collection of satellite data useful to national
.. "security activities. - This includes data processing and distributian
o - effected in an efficient, timely manner. This view has been expressed
' and recognized in the various stages of deliberations that led to the

~;§ _‘l‘7 - -formulation of the Administration propcsal. The Adminisiration has
S - . “charged Secretary of Commerce Baldrige to determine what aspects of
B E ‘satellite operations can be transferred to the private Sector. In

making this determination, specific attention will be given to national .
security considerations. . Secretary Ba]dr1ga will ‘establish an 1nceragency
- coordinating and over51ght body of senior officials from the affected
Federal departments and agencies to ensure that issues of concern to the
Intelligence Community, and other relevant Federal and national concerns,'
. are identified and properly addressed. Appropriate stipulations will be = '
'.g'drafted for 1ncorporat10n 1nto any contractua] arrangewents. o '-, e

K . . Our Inte111gence Commun1ty Staff, in coT1aborat1on w1th pert1nent '
e - elements of the Department of Defense, will directly subport the inter-

. .. agency coord1nat1ng body in developrng the terms of reference for
5.7 commercialization and will ensure that specific national security concerns
B "“are addressed. I have instructed.the Staff, in concert with the Secretary

of Commerce, to forward to your Subcommittee, the House Permanent Select
- Committee on Intelligence and the House Appropriations Committes, copies

of the various data’ re1at1ve to nat1ona1 secur1ty matcers as they are

: deve]ope‘j SRS L R TR
N , Once aga1n Tet me express our apprec1at1on and thanks for your
A _ : 1nterest and concern on th1s 1mportant subgect _ .
- SN S1ncere1y, )
(:‘ John N Mcﬂahon

» o ' .\ﬂctlng Director -
cc: Secretary of Commerce - , o o
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